116

OPTICAL PROPERTIES.

through a plate composed of several minerals having different indices
of refraction, whose planes of contact are nearly normal to the sec-
tion plane, the rays which pass from a mineral with lower refraction, d,
to one with higher refraction, I), are spread apart; that is, the light
coming from the edge of D nearest d is fainter than that coming
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through the minerals on both sides of the edge. It appears in shadow.
On the other hand, the rays which pass from the mineral, D, through
d' with lower refraction than D, are condensed, so that this edge of
the mineral D is brighter than the minerals on both sides of it. Thus,
in general, for all bright edges or contact planes (Fig. 21, a),the min-



FIG. 21.

eral with higher refraction, D, is on the side from which the light
comes, while for all dark edges or contact planes (Fig. 21, ?>), the
mineral with lower refraction, d, is on the side from which the light
cornes.